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Host people would agrce that, although our agc far
surpasses all prévious ages in knowledge, there has been
no correlative increase in wisdom. But agreement ceases as
soon as we attempt to define 'wisdom' and consider means of
promoting it. I want to ask first what wisdom is, and then

what can be done to teach it.

There are several factors that contributc to wisdom.
Of these I should put first a sense of proportion: the capucity
to take account of all the important factors in a problem and
to attach to cach its duc weight. This has become more dif-
ficult than it used to be owing to the¢ extent and complexity
of the specialised knowledge rcquired of various kinds of
technicians. Suppose, for example, that you are cngaged in =
rescarch in scientific medicine. The work is difficult and
is likely to absorb the whole of your intellectual energy.
You have not time to consider the effecct which your discoverices
or inventions may have outside the ficld of medicine. You
succedd (let us say), as modern medicinc has succceded, in
cnérmously lowering thc infant dcath-rate, not only in Euronc
and America, but also in Asia and Africa. This has the c¢cntircly
unintended result of making the food supply inadezquate and
lowering the standard of lifc in tho most populous pafts of the
world. .To take an even more specctacular example, which is in
cverybody's mind at the present time: you study the composition
of thce atom from a disintcrested desirce for knoviledge, and
incidcntally place in the hand of powcrful unatics the necans of
destroying the human racc. In such ways thc pursuit of knowledge

may become harmful unless it is combined with wisdom, and wisdom

Ny
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in tho scense of comprehensive vision is not necessarily
present 1s spccialists in the pursait of knowledge .
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